
As we prepare to begin our Lenten Journey this year, here are words of encouragement from 
our Bishop. 
  
Blessings  
Pastor James 

 

STOREHOUSES OF SNOW and ICE 
  
So Job, whose story is told in some of the most magnificent poetic imagery 

ever structured, finally gets his hearing with the Lord, who answers from the 

middle of the whirlwind (Job 38). It's not a comfortable confrontation by any 

stretch. Along the way, Yahweh invites Job to the wintry portal in these 

words: 22 "Have you entered the store houses of the snow or seen the 

storehouses of the hail, 23 which I reserve for times of trouble, for days of 

war and battle? 

  

Storehouses of snow and hail. OK, East Coast Lutherans - who has been 

violating and emptying those storehouses this winter? Judy and I feel as though we've entered the 

whirlwind and come out in Milwaukee in 1958, when the "snow forts" we built in those ever-long winters 

stood for four months. 

  

As we enter the Lenten discipline with another storm on the horizon, we're led this year to view the forty 

days in the wilderness as taking place in the high, high desert, where mountain peaks deliver daily snow 

and ice.   And we're taking a beating in church attendance, aren't we? The slip and slide trip to church is 

too daunting for many. Cabin fever pervades and prevails. Snow and ice are "Reserved for Times of 

trouble?" Uh-oh. 

  

And yet the vision of the Lord standing at the gate of the storehouses of snow and ice leads us to a deep 

and fair assessment of our personal and corporate situation and destiny. For our lives belong to God. All 

we have, and all we are, is from the Almighty, and depends completely on His tender mercy.  In fact, after 

three chapters of blistering revelation from the Almighty, Job is led to acknowledge his creatureliness 

with the simple declaration that forms the beginning of our Lenten season: "I despise myself and repent in 

dust and ashes." (Job 42:6). From a prostrate perspective, then, humankind calls on God and receives 

cruciform redemption. 

  

For Christ entered the storm at its height in "white-out" conditions, took on our pain, endured the 

suffering, paid the price for our folly, and carries us back to the Creator as vessels precious unto eternity - 

even though we have brought nothing in our hand but complaints. 

  

How does this transpire? James indicates the trajectory - it begins with the purpose of God, which is 

compassion and mercy, and ends with us being given something Job discovered along the way - 

endurance. Patience. Perseverance. Imagine that! Here are the words of James 5:11:  "11 Indeed we call 

blessed those who showed endurance. You have heard of the endurance of Job, and you have seen the 

purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful." 

  

Yes! The Lord is good, and His tender mercy is over all His works. We know that even through this 

endless winter, its snow and ice, because of the Father's Only-begotten. Christ trudged through the 

trackless wilderness of this world on our behalf, and gives us in Himself, in His Body and Blood, the 

purpose of the Almighty, and the endurance necessary to make it through the days of snow and ice. 

Blessings on your Lenten journey! Endurance and perseverance are yours, in Christ! 


