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Resurrection Life
OCTOBER 2014

October is for us Lutherans a time to remember with thanksgiving the life and work of
Martin Luther and the movement call the Reformation that was set in motion as he
sought to be faithful to his baptismal life. In the time of Luther the Church was in a
doctrinal crisis. The question for Luther was, “how is man justified or put right with
God?” Luther did not feel justified or put right with God as he sought to follow the
doctrine taught by the church of his time. As he struggled to seek the truth from God’s
Word, God revealed to him that man is justified or put right with Him by grace through
faith. The doctrine of Justification by grace through faith was born. That biblical
doctrine gave rise to the movement that we call the Reformation.

Today, we may not have a doctrinal crisis in our church, but we do have a crisis. The
crisis that the Christian church in the western world faces is one of declining influence
and the resultant decline in following or membership. In Europe and North America,
church leaders at every level face the challenge of maintaining structures and balancing
budgets in the face of continuing decline in attendance and ever shrinking offerings/
contributions/donations. It seems as if the only arrow in our quiver is same methods the
western church has used over the past 100 years. There was a time when they were very
successful, but for quite some time now they are not working anymore. Yet we keep

convincing ourselves that if only we try a little harder we will get a different result. It
seems to me that what the church of today here in America needs is a Reformation. As
people of the reformation we have the glorious opportunity to take the lead on this.

Dr. Alan Hirsch in the introduction to his book, “The Forgotten Ways” shares some
examples of periods of church growth. Here are two examples:  (i) AD 100 – AD 310
(the period before Constantine) the church grew from approximately 25,000 to up to
20,000,000 in that 200 years period. (ii) When Mao Tse-tung took power in China in
1949 he initialed a systematic purge of religion from the society. The Christian church
in China at the time was well established and numbered about 2 million members.
All foreign missionaries and ministers were banned, all church properties were
nationalized and local church leaders were either killed or imprisoned. When Mao
died in the late 1970’s, and China lifted the so called ‘bamboo curtain’ foreign
missionaries and church officials were allowed back into China. They had expected the
very worst. They expected to find a church which was broken, weak and disillusioned.
To their great astonishment they found that the church was very much alive and well.
It had actually grown from 2 million to 20 million in that 30 years period. Absolutely
Amazing!
Here are some of the commonalities between the early church of AD 100 and the Chinese
church of the 1950’s:

1.       They were illegal religions and were severely persecuted. People seriously
risked their lives to be a member.
2.       They did not have beautiful sanctuaries as we have. Worship was in
private homes for the most part.
3.       They did not have an organized structure anything resembling our

denominational structures.

Pastor’s article continued on page 4



THEY DID IT FIRST:
Who was the first Christian martyr?
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CHURCH STAFF:
Pastor: Rev. James T. Gajadhar
Elder:  VACANT
Church Office: (718) 463-4292
Church Secretary: Eleanor Johnson and Karen Carella
Minister of Music and Adult Choir Director: Walter Hartman
Musicians: Flautist - Heather Valente; Percussionist - Ralph Valente
Ministers: All the Members

2014 CHURCH COUNCIL: President: Gary Carella, Vice President: Vacant
Secretary: Anita Reinert, Financial Secretary: Gerry Reinert, Treasurer: Eleanor Johnson,
Deacons: Deanna Bardolf, Walter Hartman, Ida Myers
Trustee: Gary Carella, Gerry Reinert.

NEWSLETTER STAFF: Editor: Debbie Sichler, Assistants: Ada Gavora, Madeline Hurster,
Gerry Reinert and Anita Reinert.

BIBLE TRIVIA

Co-Presidents Ladies Guild

Our next meeting will be on Tues. Oct. 14th @ 7:00pm

2

Remember your Mite Boxes . . .
In Christ,

SEPTEMBER 2014 Trivia Question
THEY DID IT FIRST:
What King had the first birthday party in the Bible?

ANSWER:  Pharaoh     Genesis 40:20

AND

OCTOBER 2014 Trivia Question

FOR OCTOBER 2014

Jesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever
drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will
give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." John 4:13-14

Television programming is filled with commercials advertising products that supposedly
will help us live a more fulfilled life. The problem is — they never do! Many of us jump
from one product to another, thirsting for happiness, never finding it. We are left thirst-
ing for more.

The Samaritan woman spoke of earthly water from the man-made well. The living water
Jesus promised was entirely different! In Holy Baptism the water and God's Word bring
new life, satisfying our spiritual thirst. By God's grace through the work of the Holy Spirit,
we become His children, forsaking the desires of the world and living instead for Him.

… you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God (1 Corinthians 6:11b).

Ladies Guild October 2014

Exercise your faith ... walk with Jesus

When life gets too hard to stand ... kneel.

2014 Atlantic District LWML Fall Retreat

Leader: Donna Pyle
Music Leader: Dr. Jean Boehler

Registration  now in progress.  If you are interested please see
Debbie  Sichler for the forms to fill out or contact Lynette Taylor directly
at her email: Taylorlr59@aol.com

Theme:  “CHRIST THE SOLID ROCK”
  Study of Matthew 7:24-27

October 10 - 12, 2014 Tuscarora Inn and Conference Center,
Mount Bethel, PA.



-Our Members who are HOME-BOUND: Eleanor & Joe Dunlop, IN NURSING HOMES:
Rosemarie Armstrong, OTHER CONCERNS: Kathy, Tim, Lynn, Marie Cappello,
Marilyn Lang, Charles Cross, Connie, Karen Carella, Diana Green, Danielle Valente,
Juliette Valente, Pastor Sam, Donna Teekasingh, Jack Rife, Douglas Gonzalez (grandson)
Ronnie Sowa,Grace Serro, Timmy Fink and his family, and Sonja Munzenmaier

Dear Heavenly Father, Please help us to be warm and welcoming to visitors and to new
members of our church. Use us as encouragers and leaders, training others to do your work.
Give us humility, always knowing that we should be Jesus-conscious and not self-conscious.
Please raise leaders within our churches whose walk with you strengthens daily. And help us
to always keep our eyes focused on you as the reason for everything that we do. We thank
you for your graciousness upon us. We ask all of these things in Jesus' Name, Amen..

- Shared Faith Ministries - Dear Heavenly Father, Direct and guide us as the two
churches work together in your name spreading the good news of your beloved son
Jesus Christ, Amen.

-our Mid-Week BIBLE Study - Dear Heavenly Father, God, you have made the
heavens and the earth. You have revealed your beauty in creation and inspired the
book that we are now about to study. Please help us now as we read together. Take us
deeper into understanding more about you and your love for us. Amen

-our ESL Classes, We pray Heavenly Father to send those in need of learning the
English language to our doors and we thank all of our volunteers who help in this
unique ministry.

- Our missionary groups right here in Flushing, the Chinese Ministry, the Korean
Ministry and the Indo Pak Ministry that God will continue to bless all of these ministries
and help them to grow.

- for all of our troops "Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they
protect us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us in our
time of need. Amen."

“Pray without ceasing ... Do not put out the Spirit’s fire”
1 Thessalonians 5: 17, 19 3

- for all of us at Resurrection that we may all have a heart for those who don't know
Jesus, to help everyone come to know the love of God, and become part of God's church
family, into an even closer relationship with God, and come to eternal life.

NEW EYES For the NEEDY acknowledged the receipt of 17 pairs of glasses.
“We appreciate your thoughtful donation to the New Eyes for the Needy.  Your
support makes it possible for poor children and adults in the United States and
around the world to see clearly.”

This organization also collects hearing aids, jewelry and giftware.
“Pray without ceasing ... Do not put out the Spirit’s fire”

1 Thessalonians 5: 17, 19 3

LWML Celebration Sunday –  October 5, 2014
Celebrate with Women in Mission

Lutheran Women in Mission praise the Lord for opportunities to share His
message and love with people in all walks of life throughout this community and
the world. On October 5th the LWML invites you to join us in celebrating the joy
of serving the Lord with gladness at Resurrection Lutheran Church. Together, we
offer our praise through “Fragrant Sacrifices and Offerings” in worship and invite
you to learn more about the missions and ministry of the LWML

Finally ...I don’t have to climb the
choir stairs to take the offering.

Stephen
Gavora

New Eyes for the Needy
549 Milburn Ave
Short Hills, NJ 07078
(973) 376-4903
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4.       They were not focused on what would attract people. They were focused
of embracing the Gospel. No worship bands, youth groups, Women’s groups,
altar guilds, etc.
5.       There were little or no professional leaders. No seminaries, Bible
commentaries. etc.
6.       They made it very hard for people to join the church. Prospective
candidates needed to go through an extensive period of initiation to prove they
are worthy before being admitted into the fellowship.

Given those facts, here are some of my deductions:
1.       Every member of the church took their baptismal covenant very
seriously. They were willing to risk their lives to be part of the Christian
community.
2.       Every member of the church was a leader in his or own right. There
were no slackers. Everyone lived out their faith and risked their lives to share
that faith with others. The faithful found their gifts and used them to the glory
of God.
3.       Ownership and maintenance of properties and buildings did not distract
them from focusing on the Gospel. Today’s Christians can become so obsessed
with the ownership and maintenance of properties that they can develop a so
called “landlord mentality” and the very purpose for which they were blessed
with those properties can get lost. Rather than being a tool to enable the Gospel
 proclamation it can become all about wielding power and authority over others.
4.       They relied solely on the God’s promise to be with them and to guide
and protect them in their mission.
5.       They were confident that God had given all the gifts necessary for their
church to carry out its mission. They prayed with each other, encouraged each
other, supported each other and worked
together in their common mission. In their life together they relied on a high
degree of trust. They had to trust each other with their
very lives.

Pastor’s article continued from page 1 In summary, it seems to me that in today’s context Christianity for some can be likened
to joining a social club where we can boast of how wonderful our leader (pastor) is or
how uplifting we feel when we attend or how many important folks are also members
of ‘our’ church. I have no doubt all those aspects of church life have some relevance
but it is not just about that.  Church can also be likened to attending a spectator sport.
In such a scenario it is as if our baptismal covenant is just a lifetime ticket to attend all
the events. So, we attend, we view the game, we applaud or boo and we leave. We are
never in the game.  Our only role is to attend, and we either applaud or boo depending
how impressed or disappointed we are with the players. This is a very sad picture of
the Church.

Christianity takes on a whole different life and meaning when it becomes something for
which we are prepared to die – to risk our lives to be part of. It is not about emotional
highs, or about association with the dignitaries or about watching a beautiful
performance. It is about God’s invitation for all of us to be players. We are all to be
part of the action.  That’s when Christianity becomes a serious expression of gratitude
for the grace of God that is bestowed on us through the life, death, resurrection and
ascension of Jesus Christ. In the experience of that gratitude we are motivated to search
deep within us to find the gifts that we were blessed with so that we could play in the
correct position. If someone does not have the gift to be a quarterback, then it would be
clear how disastrous it will be for that team if that someone is in the quarterback
position. There will be turnovers after turnovers, disasters after disasters. The members
of that team will extremely defeated and frustrated. So, each of us must find the gift that
we are blessed with so we can play in the right position and make our team strong and
successful. God has promised to bless us with the gifts of Apostles, Prophets,
Evangelists, Pastors and Teachers. Find your gift and use it to the glory of God. Let
your light shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your
Father in heaven. This is the Reformation needed today.

Peace in Christ,
Pastor James T. Gajadhar



SUNDAY'S - Pastor Sam uses church 3:30pm - 4:30pm
TUESDAY'S - ESL @ 7:30pm
WEDNESDAY'S - Mid Week BIBLE STUDY - 10am

Choir Practice - 7:30pm
Immanuel Chinese Bible Study 7:30 - 8:30pm

FRIDAYS - Immanuel Chinese Bible Study 7:45 - 9:00pm

If you have a computer and would like
to e-mail your articles you may do so to:
debsichler@yahoo.com

If you don't have a computer, please write or submit your article to
Madeline Hurster and place it in her mailbox at church.

October 24, 2014

Won’t you please help to fill the
cart with non-perishable foods!

Your HELP is NEEDED during Fall and Winter months for the food pantry
at Emanuel Lutheran Church in Corona which serves the hungry in this
community. Non-perishable foods can be brought to the food cart located in
the Narthex of Resurrection for future distributions at Emanuel, usually the
first Saturday of the month. For further information call (718) 229-1988.

To all the groups and individuals who use the
refrigerator in the undercroft kitchen:

Please, please be mindful when storing
items in the freezer or refrigerator.
As of September 1, 2014, any items

stored in the refrigerator must be labled with name
of group or individual and date. This is Important.
Too many items are just left and forgotten and turn bad
or moldy. Once a month any items not labled will be
thrown out.

October 19, 2014

Reader: Anita Reinert

Usher:  Stephen Gavora

Greeter: Jenny Gajadhar

Altar Care:
    Christel Schnackenberg
    Sonja Munzenmaier

October 12, 2014

Reader: Madeline Hurster

Usher:  Deanna Bardolf
             Dee Bardolf

Greeter:  Sonja Munzenmaier

Altar Care:  Ada Gavora
                  Eleanor Johnson

October 5, 2014

Reader:  Gary Carella

Usher:  TBD

Greeter:  Madeline Hurster

Altar Care: Eleanor Johnson
                   Ada Gavora

October 26, 2014

Reader: Debbie Sichler

Usher:  Douglas Gonzalez

Greeter:  Ada Gavora

Altar Care:
     Christel Schnackenberg
     Sonja Munzenmaier

Mill Neck Manor
Fall Harvest Festival

This year’s Fall Festival, is to
be held on October 11 and 12
from 9 am to 5pm, promises
to be better than ever, with the
return of ripe apples, handmade
country crafts, seasonable
produce, grilled bratwurst,
children’s activities and many
more activities throughout the
weekend.

OCTOBER 2014
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OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES
Stephen & Ada Gavora - October 4th
Walter & Wilma Wichern - October 7th

Those we love don’t go away; They walk beside us every day.
Unseen, unheard, but always near; Still loved, still missed and very dear.

Joel Gonzalez
Carol Sardina
Eleanor Johnson
Douglas Gonzazlez

Oct  2
Oct  6
Oct  7
Oct  24
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God’s Blessings on your birthday...

OCTOBER BIRTHDAY’S

Our thoughts, prayers and heartfelt sympathies
are extended to Douglas and Barbara Gonzalez
on the loss of their son, STEVEN GONZALEZ

who entered Eternal Rest on Thursday,
September 11, 2014.  Funeral Service was held on

September 15th at Lutheran Church of the Resurrection located in Garden City.

from Survival to Revival 2014 Tour
Joyce Albert from St. John’s made arrangement to have this year’s Women
of Faith Tour Simulcast.  This will take place on Friday evening of
November 7th and all day on Saturday, November 8, 2014 at St. John’s
Lutheran Church, 147-46 Sanford Ave., Flushing.

There is a $20 fee to help offset the Simulcast and luncheon on Saturday.
For more information and to make your reservation, please contact
Joyce Albert directly at 718 359-3289.

INVITE YOUR
FRIENDS,

RELATIVES and
CO-WORKERS

recovery from a bad fall on September 6th.

Our thoughts, prayers and get-well wishes are
with SONJA MUNZENMAIER for a speedy

Sonja is currently in BELAIR CARE CENTER – Room 219,
2478 Jerusalem Ave., North Bellmore, NY  11710.

Sonja can receive phone calls at 516 281-2948.

We acknowledge with gratitude the following gifts that were made to
the Resurrection Memorial Fund or other funds this past month

to the Glory of God and in memory of:

from the following individual(s)
Walter & Wilma Wichern

Gary & Karen Carella
Christel Schnackenberg

Eleanor Johnson

STEVEN GONZALEZ



Today may there be peace within.
May you trust that you are exactly

where you are meant to be. May you
not forget the infinite possibilities

that are born in yourself and others.
May you use the gifts that you have

received and pass on the love that has
been given to you. May you be content

with yourself just the way you are.
Let this knowledge settle into your

bones, and allow your soul the freedom
to sing, dance, praise and love. It is
there for each and every one of us.
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There comes a time in your life, when you walk away from all the drama and
people who create it. You surround yourself with people who make you laugh.
Forget the bad and focus on the good.  Love the people who treat you well, pray
for the ones who don't. Life is too short to be anything but happy.  Falling down is
a part of life, getting back up is living.

Just read the following quotation. That is all you have to do.  Think of six other
individuals who you would like to ‘sit at your table’ and share this with them.

COME SIT WITH ME . . . Touch the heart of a needy child this Christmas with a Gift-filled
Shoe Box and the Good News of Jesus Christ!

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2014
SHOE BOXES: Standard size adult cardboard shoe boxes work great. Wrap the
lid and box separately with colorful Christmas wrap or plain paper and decorate
with crayons, markers, stickers, etc.  (Boot boxes, while they hold more, are
awkward to pack in the shipping cartons).  If you prefer to use clear plastic shoe
boxes, please, do not use any larger than 6-qt. size.

Jose was only 4 years old when his father abandoned him and his mother in Quito
Ecuador.  Hurt and confused, Jose grew into an angry and rebellious teenager,
always arguing with his mother.  One day a friend invited Jose to join him at
church for an Operation Christmas Child shoebox distribution.  Jose laughed at the
idea at first, but his friend insisted, so Jose tagged along.

Jose received more than a shoebox at the Church.  He heard the Gospel and learned
that he had a heavenly Father who loved him.  He also prayed for forgiveness and
received Jesus into his heart.  The next week, Jose and a group of boys and girls
returned to the church to begin The Greatest Journey, a 12-lesson discipleship
program for children, created by Operation Christmas Child.  Jose grew in his
faith as he followed the Greatest Journey and couldn’t wait to receive a New
Testament and a certificate at the graduation ceremony.

Jose was happy that his mother who was not a Christian, came to the graduation,
but he was ashamed at the way he had treated her.  “I decided to change my
attitude so she would know Jesus too,” he said.  “I asked her for forgiveness and
we cried together. Then another miracle happened  “The most special thing was
that my mother decided to accept Jesus in her heart too!” he said.  “Now we go to
church together and I know that even though my father abandoned us, God will
never do the same.”

Longing for a Father’s Love

Labels and instructions for wrapping will be found in your mail box. A donation
of $7.00 is requested for each box to cover shipping and project costs.  Remember
to pray for this project and the children who receive these gifts.

Article submitted by Madeline Hurster



9

Article submitted by Madeline Hurster

A young man was getting ready to graduate from college. For many months he had
admired a beautiful sports car in a dealer’s showroom, and knowing his father could
well afford it, he told him that was all he wanted.

Things aren’t always as they appear…..a little food for thought……

As Graduation Day approached, the young man awaited signs that his father had
purchased the car. Finally, on the morning of his graduation, his father called him
into his private study, told him how proud he was to have such a fine son, and how
much he loved him. He handed him a beautifully wrapped gift box.

Curious, but somewhat disappointed, the young man opened the box and found a
lovely, leather-bound Bible, with his name embossed in gold.  Angrily, he raised
his voice to his father and said, "With all your money you give me a Bible?" He
stormed out of the house, leaving the Bible behind.

Many years passed and the young man was very successful in business. He had a
beautiful home and wonderful family, but realized his father was very old. He
thought perhaps he should go to him. He had not seen him since that graduation
day. But before he could make arrangements, he received a telegram telling him his
father had passed away, and willed all of his possessions to him. He needed to come
home immediately and take care of things.

When he arrived at his father's house, sadness and regret filled his heart. He began
to search through his father's important documents and saw the Bible, new just as
he had left it years ago. With tears, he opened the Bible and began to turn the pages.
His father had carefully underlined a verse, Matt 7:11, "And if ye, being evil, know
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall your Heavenly
Father which is in Heaven, give to those who ask Him?"

As he read those words, a car key dropped from the back of the Bible. It had a tag
with the dealer’s name, the same dealer who had the sports car he had desired. On
the tag was the date of his graduation, and the words... PAID IN FULL.

A CAR, NOT A BIBLE

How many times do we miss God's blessings because
they are not packaged as we expected?
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As disciples of Jesus and in obedience to God's word,
the mission of Resurrection Lutheran Church is:

Growing in the knowledge and love of Christ,
ministering to one another and to those in the
community, sharing the Gospel with unbelievers
so that the Holy Spirit draws them into a faith

relationship with Jesus.

Our Mission Statement
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