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The Very Essence of Easter

Resurrection Life
APRIL 2017

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it

These words from our Lord Jesus capture the very essence of Easter. Of course,
Jesus is talking about himself, when he is buried in the ground like the seed and dies,
then he can break forth into new life, be raised from the dead and share that life with
all of us.

who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were
buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be

united with him in a resurrection like his. That's what happens at our baptism --

talking about when he tells the church in Rome: " 3 Do you not know that all of us

we're plunged into the death of Jesus, buried in that water of baptism.”
Romans 6: 3-5

These words captures the most joyful message of Easter -- that Jesus has, indeed,
broken through the barrier of death to new life, and where he has gone, we will
follow. We will go through death to new life as he did. This is the great joy of
Easter, the great promise of Easter, that each of us, when we die, will be like the
seed that breaks forth into new life. I think that we can see a symbol of this divine
truth as we look around our churches on Easter Sunday. As we behold the beautiful
flowers that adorn our sanctuaries, we remember that each of them began with a
seed that had to die and through that death come to new life in the beauty we now
behold. These beautiful flowers become to us a symbol of the resurrection of our
Lord Jesus. It also affirms and reaffirms the hope of our own resurrection.
Our resurrection is not only about what is to happen to us in the future, it is also
about what happens to us right now, and that's where St. Paul's letter to the Romans
is so important. Each one of us who was baptized must hear what Saint Paul is

remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” John 12:24

Therefore, through our baptism, we share in the risen life of Jesus right now and
not just in the future when we die. As such, we become alive with the life of Jesus
as we walk the journey of faith each day. We have been plunged into the death of
Jesus in the waters of baptism. We have now risen to new life, and we will share
that life in every way as God gives us opportunity. Through our baptism, we are
alive in Jesus and that means that Jesus lives in each and every one of us. We
manifest this life in Christ by embracing this awesome privilege that God has
given to each of us to carry on the work of Jesus. In carrying out this work of our
Lord Jesus, we must discern every barrier that stands between us and the
proclamation of the new life available in and through Him.  Then, with the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, and God’s grace, we must find ways of dismantling
every barrier in our war, so everyone for whom Jesus died, will hear the good
news of God’s love through Jesus Christ.
In order for us to accomplish this missionary task, we must listen faithfully to the
Word of God.  What better time for us as Lutheran Christians to embrace this
divine truth, than this time when we give thanks to God on this five hundredth
anniversary of the Reformation. One of the foundational principles of the
Reformation is “sola scriptura” – scripture alone. Yes! Only Scripture, the divine
Word of God, has the power to enable us to embark on this task and accomplish
it in a God-pleasing way. The Psalmist declares “Your Word is a lamp to my feet
and a light to my path” Psalm 119:105. In these words of the Psalmist, we are
reminded that God’s Word lightens our path and dispels the darkness that seeks
to undermine our efforts to share the good news of Christ.
The Atlantic District of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, embracing the
importance of Holy Scripture in our life and work, and in the spirit of “sola
Scriptura: has prepared for us a tool to guide us through the reading of the entire
bible as part of our celebration of the five hundredth anniversary of the
Reformation. For your information and guidance, here is information from the
Atlantic District’s web page that tells us about this effort and indicates how to
access the bible readings.
God’s blessings to each of you are you seek the power of His Word during this
Eastertide.

Peace in Christ,
Pastor James T. Gajadhar



BIBLE TRIVIA

Ladies

Our next meeting will be on Tues. April 11, 2017 @ 7:00pm

In Christ,

President Ladies Guild

Always Remember your Mite Boxes . . .
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CHURCH STAFF:
Pastor: Rev. James T. Gajadhar
Elder:  Tom McNeely
Church Office: (718) 463-4292
Church Secretary: Eleanor Johnson and Karen Carella
Minister of Music and Adult Choir Director: Walter Hartman
Musicians: Flautist - Heather Valente; Percussionist - Ralph Valente
Ministers: All the Members

2017 CHURCH COUNCIL: President: Gary Carella, Vice President: Vacant

Upcoming Outdoor
Church Sign Sayings

FOR April 2017

AND

Elder: Tom McNeely; Secretary: Dottie McNeely; Financial Secretary: Vacant,
Treasurer: Eleanor Johnson; Deacons: Walter Hartman, Henry Troue, and Karen Carella
Trustee: Gary Carella

MARCH 2017 Trivia Question  with Answser:

LOOKING AHEAD TO APRIL 2017 ...

Walking with my Lord

Guild

How long will you grieve over Saul, since I have rejected him from
being king over Israel?

    ANSWSER:  SAMUEL 16:1

GOD’S MATH:
1 Cross + 3 Nails = 4 Given

Our salvation was costly to God, but it’s free to us.

Christ-Like Service

April

The Spring Rally will be held at Grace Lutheran Church, Queens Village,
hosted by the Sisters of Grace and Willing Workers

on Saturday,  April 29th.  The theme is "HOPE"

APRIL 2017 Trivia Question

“I am the Lord, the God of all flesh; is there anything too hard for me”?
HINT: A PROPHET

LadiesGuild April
Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet
and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. John 13:5

Each year, millions of dollars are spent on feet: classy shoes, fuzzy socks,
pedicures. But most people don’t want to touch someone else’s feet.
However, foot washing was a common practice in Bible times. It was a
sign of hospitality when guests’ dusty feet were washed, and usually a
lowly slave or servant stooped to do the task.

Jesus — the Almighty God, King of kings, Lord of lords — took the
servant’s job. He bent down, took towel and basin, and then washed His
disciples’ feet. He gave the example of true humility and demonstrated
one facet of the love and self-sacrifice He would show on the cross the
very next day.

His willing service cost Him His life but washes away our sins and brings
life to us. Jesus “came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as
a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28b).

Lord, Your willingness to serve me led You to the cross to save me from
my sins. Lead me to follow Your example and serve my neighbors in
loving ways. In Your name. Amen

NEWSLETTER STAFF: Editor: Debbie Sichler, Assistants: Ada Gavora, Anita Reinert,
and Dottie McNeely.



-Our Members who are HOME-BOUND: Eleanor & Joe Dunlop and Dorothea Gruenwald;  in
NURSING HOMES: Harriet Rose and  those  with OTHER CONCERNS: Tim, Lynn, Connie, Marie
Cappello, Nicole, Kathy, Ronnie Sowa, Grace Serro, Diana Green, John Ulicny, Cheryl Ulicny, Antony
Gajadhar, Jennifer Gajadhar, Pastor Sam, John Leipold, Karen Carella, Eileen Alvarez, Helene Su, Lee
Cookson, Marilyn Lang, Danielle Valente, Juliette Valente, Heather Valente, Ralph Valente, Liz Johnson,
Nancy Michaelis, Arlene & Anthony Novitske, and Mike Scarano.

Shared Faith Ministries - Dear Heavenly Father, Direct and guide us as our two
churches work together in your name spreading the good news of your beloved son,
Jesus Christ, Amen.

our Mid-Week BIBLE Study - Dear Heavenly Father, God, you have made the heavens and the earth. You
have revealed your beauty in creation and inspired the book that we are now studying. Please help us now as
we read together. Take us deeper into understanding more about you and your love for us.  Amen

Our missionary groups right here in Flushing, the Chinese Lutheran Ministry, the Korean Ministry, the
Indo Pak Ministry, and Glory Lutheran Ministry that God will continue to bless all of these ministries and
help them to grow.

- for all of our troops: “Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as
they protect us.  Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us
in our time of need. Amen.”

Dear Heavenly Father, through our Baptism we have been brought out of death to life.
Continually remind us of this new life and the new creation that we are in Your Son
Jesus. It is in His name that I pray. Amen.

October 31, 2017, marks the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation.
A key element of this move of God’s Spirit among His people was the return to
God‘s Word as the source of Truth, pointing to Jesus our Savior.

To commemorate this anniversary, members of Atlantic District churches will
be encouraged to read through the entire Bible in two years, beginning on
October 31, 2016 and culminating two years later on October 31, 2018.
Initiated by Task Force Two of the District, this devotional Bible reading
Program is called RB 500th, Read the Bible for the 500th Anniversary of the
Reformation.

The devotional guides and Bible readings are available in different formats on
our District resource website Lutherantools.org. Leaders and Readers can access
the guides and readings in one of three ways:

1.  On-line version at www.Lutherantools.org
2.  Print version (useful for bulletin inserts), found at www.Lutherantools.org
3.  Calendar subscription delivered daily to a smartphone. Convenient, quick,
        and now!

It works with your computer or smartphone's calendar application, and places
daily readings, guides and even a link to the scripture text and audio at your
fingertips!



Those we love don’t go away, They walk beside us every day.
Unseen, unheard, but always near; Still loved, still missed and very dear.

God’s Blessings to all celebrating this month.God’s Blessings to all celebrating this month.

April 4
April 6
April 6
April 10
April 10
April 29
April 30

Nancy (Carella) Kavanagh
Brian Sichler
Dorothea Grunwald
Maria Gmuca
Helene Su
Anita Reinert
Gregg Heppner

It is With Heartfelf Sympathy that we announce the
passing of our dear sister in Christ,
on Saturday, March 4, 2017.  A Memorial service
was held at St. John’s on Friday, March 10, 2017.
Ruth a member of St. John’s shared worship
services with us many times and we remember
 her for playing the Organ when Walter was away.
 She will be deeply missed by all. Our heartfelt
 thoughts and prayers are with John,   her brother
 Bobby, sister Susie, nephew Brian and wife Kate,
 great-nephew Nicholas, and great-niece Isabella.

Ruth Modr

Anyone wishing to make a donation in memory of Ruth Modr may do so to:
1 World Avenue, Little Rock, AR 72202  (800) 548-6437
   www.heifer.org

4



5



WEDNESDAY'S - Resurrection Lutheran Church - Bible Study - 10:00am
      Choir Practice - @ 7:30pm

                           Immanuel Chinese Bible Study 7:30pm -8:30pm

TUESDAY'S -       ESL Classes - postponed until further notice

FRIDAY’S -            Immanuel Chinese Bible Study 7:45pm - 9:00pm

THURSDAY’S -    Alcoholics Anonymous - 6:00pm - 8:00pm
     Glory Lutheran Bible Study 7:30pm - 9:00pm

SATURDAY’S -     Alcoholics Anonymous - 11:15pm - 2:00pm

SUNDAY'S -         Immanuel Lutheran Church - Bible Study - 9:30am
                               Pastor Sam uses Church 2:00pm - 3:30pm

                 Glory Lutheran Church 4:00pm - 5:30pm

April 9, 2017

Elder:  Tom McNeely

Reader: Walter Hartman

Usher: George Fisher

Greeter: Ada Gavora

Altar Care: Jenny Gajadhar
                   Karen Carella

April 23, 2017

Elder:  Tom McNeely

Reader:  Jenny Gajadhar

Usher: Stephen Gavora

Greeter: Sharon Rouzier

Altar Care:  Eleanor Johnson
                    Dottie McNeely

April 30, 2017

Elder:  Tom McNeely

Reader: George Fisher

Usher:   George Fisher

Greeter: Sonja Munzenmaier

Altar Care:  Ida Myers
                  Cynthia Myers

APRIL 21, 2017

Won’t you please help to fill the basket with non-perishable foods!

Your HELP is NEEDED NOW for the food pantry at Emanuel
Lutheran Church in Corona which serves the hungry in this
community. Non-perishable foods can be brought
to the FOOD BASKET located in the Narthex of the church for
future distributions at Emanuel, the second Saturday of the month
For further information call (718) 359-3289.
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April 16, 2017

April 2, 2017

Elder:  Tom McNeely

Reader:  Gary Carella

Usher:   Stephen Gavora

Greeter: Sonja Munzenmaier

Altar Care: Karren Carella
                  Jenny Gajadhar

Saturday, April 8, 2017 @ 10:00am Stripping of the Palms

Saturday, April 15, 2017 @ 10:00am Setting-up of Easter Plants

April 15, 2017

Shared Faith Ministries
Combined Service

7:30pm at Resurrection

Elder:  Tom McNeely
Usher: TBD
Altar Care: Ada Gavora
                   Debbie Sichler

April 14, 2017

10:00am Service at RlC

Elder:  Tom McNeely

Usher:   Stephen Gavora

Altar Care: Debbie Sichler
                   Ada Gavora

April 13, 2017

Shared Faith Ministries
Combined Service

7:30pm at St. John’s

PALM SUNDAY GOOD FRIDAY EASTER VIGILMAUNDY THURSDAY

EASTER
Elder:  Tom McNeely

Reader: Stephen Gavora

Usher: George Fisher

Greeter: Dottie McNeely

Altar Care:  Dottie McNeely
                    Eleanor Johnson



Lily   $12.00  _____      Hyacinth   $10.00   ____

In Loving Memory of:
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

From:
___________________________________________________

In Thanksgiving for:
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

From:
___________________________________________________

(     ) Will pick up the flower(s) after Easter service.

PLEASE ORDER BY April 10, 2017

The annual sale of Easter Lilies or Hyacinths begins again.  If you are interested in donating
an Easter Lily or Hyacinth, please fill in the information below and return this form, with
your payment, to the church office or place it in the “offering plate” on Sunday morning.
DEAELINE is MONDAY, April 10, 2017.

EASTER PLANT ORDER FORM

PALM SUNDAY - April 9, 2017
Regular Service at 9:15am

EASTER is April 16th. If you would like to order either a Hyacinth or
Lily to adorn the church altar, please place your orders by

Saint John (Early Service) – 8:30am
Resurrection – 9:15am
Saint John – 10:45am

Good Friday – April 14
Crucifixion of Our Lord
Resurrection – 10:00am

Saint John – 7:30pm

Easter Vigil – April  15
Renewal of Baptismal Covenant

Resurrection – 7:30pm

MONDAY, APRIL 10th.  Look for the flyers in the weekly church
bulletin or call the church office at (718) 463-4292 to place your order.

MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICE

“FACING SUFFERING”
Week Five – April 5th at Resurrection - 6.30 supper; 7.30 Service

Maundy Thursday – April 13
Stripping of the Altar

Saint John – 7:30pm
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As disciples of Jesus and in obedience to God's word,
the mission of Resurrection Lutheran Church is:

Growing in the knowledge and love of Christ,
ministering to one another and to those in the

community, sharing the Gospel with unbelievers
so that the Holy Spirit draws them into a faith

relationship with Jesus.

Our Mission Statement
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